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The Japanese were not long in  recognising that the
treaties which had been  imposed  on  them  by the repre-
Embassyto   sentatives   of   foreign   Governments   infringed
America and   their independence, and were a blot on their
Europe       national name.    Under these treaties they had
no power to regulate their customs tariff, and they had no
control over the foreigners resident in their country, these
being placed under the  direct  jurisdiction   of  the  repre-
sentatives of their respective Governments.    Both of these
points were considered derogatory to the dignity of Japan,
and they determined that they should be altered as soon as
possible.    The date fixed for the revision of the treaties was
1st of July 1872, and it was recognised that an important
epoch was approaching.   In view of the discussions which were
certain to take place, the members of the Japanese Cabinet
felt it was their duty to make the Governments of the Treaty
Powers acquainted with the changes which had taken place
in the country since the treaties were signed, and to explain
the existing conditions and the policy which it was intended
to carry out.

The chief of the embassy was Iwakura, the Junior Prime
Minister, and with him, with the title of Associate Am-
bassadors, were Kido, Sangi; Okubo, Minister of Finance;
Ito, Vice-Minister of Public Works; and Yamaguchi,
Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs. There were, in
addition, a number of secretaries, commissioners, and other
officials, so that the embassy attained considerable dimen-
sions as was becoming, considering the importance and
variety of the functions which it was expected to perform*
A record of the doings of that embassy affords very interest-
ing reading, but meantime we can only note that it did not
succeed in its main object, namely in bringing about the
revision of the treaties, but it collected a great deal of
information on many points, relating to government and
national institutions, which no doubt was largely used in
shaping the policy which has since been followed.
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